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Honoring James Thurber: Meet Muggs, “The Dog That Bit People” 
                    By Randy Rogers 

 

 
A few years ago, my wife and I visited Thurber House  
and were enchanted by the garden statues of dogs 
based on James Thurber’s whimsical drawings.  We 
were reminded of Green Lawn’s connection to Muggs, 
The Dog Who Bit People. 
 
Muggs belonged to James’ mother, Mame Thurber, 
who wanted him buried on the family lot. 
 
The rest of the family, who had a more tenuous 
relationship with the terrier, objected. Yet in his story, 
Thurber reflects that Muggs should have had a proper 
monument, perhaps not his mother’s vision of “flights 
of angels sing thee to thy rest” but instead captioned 
“Cave Canem” - Beware of Dog!”   
 
A chance meeting with Thurber’s daughter Rosemary 
and granddaughter Sara Sauers during a visit in 2018 
provided an opportunity to develop the idea of adding 
Muggs to the family lot, and Rosemary graciously 
gave us permission to use the cartoon image for a 
statue.  We also discussed using the dedication as a 

                                                            (Continue on page 3) 

Above:  Muggs - The Dog Who Bit People 
 
Above Right:  Rosemary Thurber (daughter of J.T.), artist 
Renate Feckler, and Sara Sauers (granddaughter) unveil 
Muggs to the public (photo courtesy of David Binkovitz). 
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President’s   Message 

     

 

Some Projects Wrapping Up, Others Just 
Getting Started! 

Summer always seems like a busy season, but often I 
think it is just a warm up for the really hot time of the 
year, which is fall! 
 
Over the summer we have done additional work 
around the pond (most noticeable will be restoration 
of the island), we installed Muggs, and we worked 
hard to eliminate invasive Tree-of-Heaven from the 
property. 
 
Now we race against the weather to complete 
additional projects: repairing the back wall of the 
Huntington Chapel and putting a new roof on the 
Garden Mausoleum.  We hope to have the newly 
sculpted bust of Gustavus Swan installed before snow 
flies. (It was just finished in Italy, as the previous bust 
had been smashed by a vandal in 2016). 
 
As always, I want to thank our donors that make so 
much of this possible and invite everyone to visit and 
enjoy our efforts this fall, which, although busy, is a 
beautiful time of year in our very special park! 

Wildlife Stories  

Meadow fritillary butterflies swarm the blooms of 
tall boneset (a native prairie plant) on a recent 

September day at Green Lawn. 

A gray tree frog (who is showing more green than gray in 
this photo!) finds a nice spot on a marker behind 
Huntington Chapel. (photo:  Bucky Cutright) 
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partnership opportunity to raise funds for both Green 
Lawn and Thurber House. 
 
Local artist Renate Feckler was challenged to capture 
the character of Thurber’s 2D caricature as a 3D life-
sized bronze, paid for by donations to the annual 
campaign of the Green Lawn Cemetery Foundation. 
 
A two-day event was planned, with a 5K Run (leashed 
dogs invited!) the evening before an unveiling event 
that also included a cemetery tour, Thurber House 
information and activities in the Huntington Chapel, 
and hotdogs grilled by cemetery operator Kyle Nikola. 
 
In spite of the August heat, 18 runners and 6 dogs got 
a sneak peak on Friday night.  About 50 people turned 
out Saturday for the tour and unveiling, raising nearly 
$700 for the cemetery and Thurber House.   
 
As we watched the first selfies of what will become 
generations of people smiling beside Muggs’ stern 
countenance, Rosemary Thurber made perhaps the 
most appropriate remark - that this rendition of her 
father’s art will make generations of people smile, and 
“that is what Thurbers are supposed to do!” 
 

 
It is also part of what Green Lawn does - providing 
not just a place of mourning and final rest, but also 
a place to celebrate family heritage and community 
history. 
 
Special thanks to the staff and volunteers of 
Thurber House, the Thurber family, Coopermill 
Bronze Works, Green Lawn Cemetery Foundation, 
and Renate Fackler for adding a very special 
monument to “our very special park”! 
 
 

“Muggs” being poured at Coopermill Bronze Works in 
Zanesville 

James Thurber’s iconic drawing from “The Dog Who Bit 
People” (above, courtesy of Rosemary Thurber) and (below) 

Muggs in life  

RT 
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In The News... 

Columbus Evening Dispatch May 31, 1907 Columbus Sunday Dispatch May 8, 1909 

Columbus Evening Dispatch September 2, 1858 

Columbus Evening Dispatch July 4, 1892 

Editor’s note:  We have hundreds of these stories, of which 
some are amusing, some informative, some macabre.  Some 
use language or express sentiments of an earlier time.  Some 
are not clear scans and harder to read.  Yet they all tell us 

something about our past.  We will occasionally share them 
unedited, both the good and the bad, trusting they will be 

accepted in that light and found of interest. 



Fall 2021 

Green Lawn’s African American Research Project 
Invites Your Participation! 

Page 5 

This summer, Green Lawn launched an exciting new project:  “Separate But Equal? African American 
Burials at Green Lawn Cemetery.”  Nettie Ferguson, genealogist and researcher for the Franklin County 
Genealogical and Historical Society, is researching and documenting African American burials at Green 
Lawn and examining how societal attitudes and burial practices and policies have changed over time. 
 
Ms. Ferguson’s work has already been revealing, and she will share her initial discoveries with the public 
in a two-part virtual workshop.  In partnership with Columbus Metropolitan Library, we will offer the 
event free of charge on the following dates: 
 
• Part 1, September 16, 6:30pm-8:30pm 
• Part 2, September 30, 6:30pm-8:30pm 
 
In addition to finding out more about the project, participants will learn research techniques and how to get 
involved in helping to identify and document the burials. Other presenters include Doreen Uhas Sauer, 
Columbus Landmarks Foundation, and Angela O’Neal, Columbus Metropolitan Library.  You may sign up 
for one or both workshops. Attendees are encouraged to share their own comments and questions online. 
 
Funded by a grant from the Ohio History Fund, “Separate But Equal?” is  year-round and on-going. In-
person guided tours and events related to the research are planned for Spring 2022, so stay tuned for more 
updates!   
 
We hope you will join us by registering at https://www.crowdcast.io/e/greenlawn4/register.  For more 

information about the project, contact project director Doreen Uhas Sauer at doreencolumbus@icloud. 
 
 

 

This project is made possible by the Ohio History Fund, a grant program of the Ohio History Connection.  
The Ohio History Fund is made possible by voluntary donations of state income tax refunds, sales of Ohio 

History “mastodon” license plates, and direct donations to the Ohio History Connection. 

 

Did You Know?  When Green Lawn voted to allow Black families to purchase lots, the southwest 
corner of the original acreage, section 27, was designated a segregated garden.  Unusual at the time, section 
27 permitted families to purchase lots while in other places Black families were often limited to single 
spaces.  Segregated sections would not last, but while they did several prominent Black citizens were 
buried there, including Rev. James Preston Poindexter and Medal of Honor recipient SGT Clinton Greaves.  
For decades that section has been considered closed, with no opportunity for families to purchase 
additional lots. 
 
Recently, we removed a wide sidewalk that was part of a never-completed design from the 1800s, allowing 
us to create a limited number of new spaces.  These spaces are now available exclusively to descendants of 
families buried in formerly segregated gardens, many of whom have inquired over the years about 
opportunities for spaces near grandparents or great-grandparents. 
 

https://www.crowdcast.io/e/greenlawn4/register
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Who was Kosaburou* Yamanaka?  And why was he buried with 
the family of an Ohio Governor? 
 
In 2014, we completed a project to reset a leaning marker on the 
lot of Governor George Nash (served 1900-1904).   
 
Records revealed Kosaburou Yamanaka was a 20-year-old 
student from Tokyo who died of consumption in 1896.  A 
translation of the headstone told us his father had been a 
publisher and seller of books. 
 
The only other burials on the lot are the Governor, his wife 
Adaline who passed in 1886 aged 37 years, and his 14-year-old 
daughter Mary who died in 1897. 
 
Recently we found two articles in the Columbus Evening 
Dispatch that made the connection. 
 
Local businessman David Deshler frequently travelled to Japan 
on business.  On one trip he met Kosaburou’s father, who asked 
him to make arrangements for his son to study in the U.S.  
 
Deshler brought Kosaburou to Ohio and placed him in the care 
of his good friend Judge George Kilbon Nash (Nash’s wife was a 
Deshler), who would go on to become our 41st governor.  Nash 
welcomed him to his family and enrolled him in a private school 
where he proved to be an excellent pupil. 
 
After Kosaburou’s sudden illness and death, Deshler, who had 
returned to Japan, was sent a copy of the obituary. He shared it 
with the father who provided the inscription for the marker that 
Deshler had installed on his next return to Columbus. 
 
Finally we understood the connection between a young student 
who died far from home and a prominent Columbus family! 
 
* Research indicates this is the most correct spelling of his name. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

A Green Lawn Mystery Solved! 

Fall 2021 

Using the least durable grade of ground 
chalk, we were able to highlight the lettering 
on the monument. Posting this photo on 
Facebook connected us to a current 
Japanese student at OSU who translated the 
inscription.  This translation gave us a good 
understanding of who Kosaburou was (and 
allowed us to learn a little about his father 
and the family book business). It left us 
wondering, however, how the young student 
was connected to the Nash family.  Now we 
know that link was David Deshler and his 
business travel!  
 
This technique is not suitable for stone with 
open pores but works great on polished 
granite, and this grade of chalk washes right 
off. 



     Due to COVID-19, First Saturday programming has been discontinued until further notice.  
However, several guided walking tours are scheduled to help support our preservation efforts.  

 
      October 22: Cemetery Time Change - NEW AND IMPORTANT - Previously in the fall we have 
      moved our closing time back to 5pm.  This year we are also adjusting our opening time to 9 a.m. in order 
      to give our team more opportunity to clear the roads on snowy days.  Winter grounds hours 9-5. 
 
      Select Dates and Times: “Ghosts of Green Lawn Cemetery”:  Columbus Ghost Tours will offer 
      historical walking tours, including some evening walks. Recommended for those age 16 and over.  Part of 
      the proceeds support our restoration efforts. Tickets are available at https://columbusghosttours.com. 
   

   Various Dates: “Green Lawn Cemetery Bike Tour (Fundraiser)”: Columbus Outdoor Pursuits is  
   partnering with Green Lawn to offer tours narrated by historian and naturalist Randy Rogers. Tours begin 
   and end at Green Lawn Abbey at 700 Greenlawn Ave. Outdoor Pursuits can provide bikes and helmets or 

      you may bring your own. For more information, visit https://outdoor-pursuits.org/events-calendar-op/ 
 

      September 16 and September 30: 6:30pm-8:30pm: “Green Lawn Cemetery’s African American 
      Research Project”:  In partnership with Columbus Metropolitan Library, Green Lawn Cemetery is 
      offering 2 virtual workshops on “Separate But Equal? African American Burials at Green Lawn.” 
      (See  page 5 for details.)  To register, please visit https://www.crowdcast.io/e/greenlawn4/register. 
 
      September 25: 9:30am-11:30am: “VFW Founders Day Celebration”:  The VFW Post 1598 will 
      celebrate the 122th anniversary of the founding of the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the US in Columbus.   
 
      October 16:  10:00am-7:00pm: “Day of the Dead/El Dia de los Muertos”:  Festivity to celebrate life 
      and to remember family and friends who have passed from this life.  This free family event will feature art 
      exhibitions, a poetry reading, storytelling, kids’ activities, music, crafts, and food trucks serving authentic 
      Mexican food.           
 
      October 29: 5:00pm-7:00pm: “Run with the Dead 5K & 1 Mile Run/Walk”: Columbus Rotary   
      is partnering with Green Lawn on a family 5K Run and Walk.  Come dress in your most ghoulish outfit 
      and join in the fun! Proceeds support Columbus Rotary and restoration at Green Lawn.  Registration 
      required. For more information, visit https://columbusrotary.org/event/walk-with-the-dead-1/  
 
      October 31: 2:00pm-4:00pm: “Autumn Walk Through Green Lawn”: A guided walking tour will be 
      led by Randy Rogers, Executive Director of  Green Lawn, and Doreen Uhas Sauer, Education Outreach 
      Coordinator of Columbus Landmarks Foundation.  Tour begins at Huntington Chapel. Tickets required, 
      available at the event, or contact Columbus Landmarks Foundation at 614-221-0227 or at 
      www.columbuslandmarks.org/event. Proceeds will benefit restoration efforts at Green Lawn.   
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https://columbusghosttours.com
https://outdoor-pursuits.org/events-calendar-op/
https://www.crowdcast.io/e/greenlawn4/register
https://columbusrotary.org/event/walk-with-the-dead-1/
http://www.columbuslandmarks.org/event


CEMETERY GATES 
Open 7 Days/Week  

During Daylight Saving Time: 
7:00 AM - 7:00 PM 

Starting October 22: 
9:00 AM - 5:00 PM 

 
OFFICE 

Monday - Friday 
9:00 AM - 4:30 PM 

Saturday  
9:00 AM - 2:00 PM 

Sunday 
By appointment 

 
CHAPEL 

 
Visit office for access 

 

Green Lawn Cemetery Association  
Board of Trustees 

 
Randel Rogers, President & Executive Director  

Kevin Schoedinger, Vice President 
Joseph A. Sugar III, Treasurer 
Melissa Giberson, Secretary 

Lisa Allison 
Marc Ankerman 

Kelly Casto 
Meghan Craver 

Lynne M. Jeffrey 
Ted Lape 

John O’Meara 
Melissa Greenleaf Flinn 

Doreen Uhas-Sauer 
William Vorys 

 
General Manager 

Kyle Nikola 
 

Green Lawn Cemetery Foundation, Inc. 
Lynne M. Jeffrey, President 

 
Green Lawn Heritage Newsletter 

Carol LeMasters, Community Outreach Coordinator 
  

Special Thanks to our Green Lawn Trustees and 
Volunteers 
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