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Coming Home: The Haydens of Columbus 
By Doreen Uhas Sauer, Board of Trustees, Green Lawn Cemetery and Education/Outreach Coordinator, Columbus Landmarks 

Living at the Savoy Hotel in New York City, banker Charles H. Hayden and his wife Louise turned their 
thoughts back to Columbus, to their residence at State and Sixth Street, and especially to Trinity Episcopal 
Church near the Statehouse. 
 
In 1910, the Hayden family already had roots in Columbus going back 65 years. It was not only their church, 
which the first generation of Haydens had helped organize, that was important to them. The Hayden Bank, 
founded by Charles’s father in 1866, had a prestigious downtown location, fitting for a millionaire whose 
fortune had been built on railroads, mercantile, and manufacturing. Located at East Broad and Pearl Streets, the 
Hayden Bank - later known as the Hayden-Clinton Bank - stands today as the oldest building on Capitol 
Square. 
 
Peter Hayden, Charles’s father, had arrived in Columbus from New York in the mid-19th century and invested 
the family’s money wisely. Though the Haydens had ties to South Carolina, their iron works profitably supplied 
Union troops through military contracts for equipment and artillery.  
 
The Hayden Iron Works was located at the Scioto River near State Street. Almost 200 feet long and employing 
over 100 men, the foundry was known as The Birmingham Works, perhaps to remind others it was as 
successful as the famous iron industries in Birmingham, Alabama. Peter’s contemporaries, however, noted that 
much of the Hayden profit was based on his use of convict labor, a practice widely used by many industrialists 
and a major factor in Columbus’s economic growth.   
 
Peter’s wealth grew due to his increasing investments and his use of a vertical model of industrialization (raw  

                                                            (Continue on page 3) 

Home of Charles H. Hayden 
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 Greetings From a Very Active Cemetery! 
I recently enjoyed a meeting with Friends of Green Lawn, the      
501(c)3 that raises money to preserve and beautify our very 
special park. This year, thanks to an extraordinary annual 
campaign and an estate gift from our long-time supporter 
Dorothy Howard-Flynn, Friends will be sponsoring several 
exciting projects that you will read about in upcoming issues.   

I would like to take this time to recognize some of the 
specific projects that Dorothy’s estate will provide. Seeing 
the value of this type of gift has encouraged Doreen and me 
to revisit our wills and ensure that we leave a legacy gift to 
the organizations that we are supporting in life! 
 
Thanks to Dorothy’s generosity, we will be replacing the 
broken steps in front of Huntington Chapel and giving the 
restrooms a long overdue makeover. We will also be adding a 
beautiful bronze monument in section R to commemorate the 
Columbus pioneers who over the years were moved to Green 
Lawn from the old North Cemetery, most of whom rest here 
anonymously. The vandalized historic bust of  Gustavus 
Swan, once an Associate Justice of the Ohio Supreme Court, 
will be re-carved and returned to his monument. Additional 
funds from Dorothy’s estate will help save the painted murals 
in the Hayden Mausoleum.     

The Friends of Green Lawn will greatly miss our annual 
communication with Dorothy, but she will be long 
remembered through the important projects that her final 
generous gift will provide. 

 
Randel Rogers, President  
Green Lawn Cemetery Association 
 
PS: We are getting this edition out late in part because we are 
streamlining our database and in part to be able to provide 
recent updates to events and projects.  I do not believe we 
will host any events until the end of May and possibly later; 
our Facebook page is the most recent and best source of 
updates.    

Stay Well! 

 

Sitting in front of  Huntington Chapel.  
Repairing these steps are one of the projects 
Dorothy’s gift will make happen this spring! 

The bust of Gustavus 
Swan in its current 

state and the in-
progress clay model 

being created by 
sculptor Nina Menduni 

for the replacement.  
Repairing this historic 
monument has been a 

goal since it was 
vandalized in 2015.  
Note the pictures of 
Swan on the wall. 
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Charles and Louise gave generously to Trinity Episcopal Church.  Later, upon Louise’s death, Charles donated 
two gifts in her memory: the white marble altar by architects Howell and Thomas, who designed Trinity’s 
parish house, and the carved reredos above the altar, designed by Johannes Kirschmayer of Oberammergau. 
 
In 1910, Charles Hayden contributed more than $20,000 to Trinity to buy “the best chimes that can be 
procured.” More commonly referred to today as a carillon, the chimes were cast by the Meneely Bell Company 
of Troy, New York. The chimes were to be dedicated to the memory of the pre-deceased Hayden children, as 
their parents had outlived five of them. Peter H. Hayden died at age 5; Harry Hayden at 10 months; Florence 
Louise Hayden at age 23; Daisy Hayden Bonsal at age 18; and Edith Eugenie Hayden at age 32. 
 
The chimes were dedicated on All Saints Day. According to historian Lisa M. Klein, a parishioner, Maryette 
Piatt Smith, wept when she heard the chimes that day and was weeping still as she sat in her car at her home on 
East Broad listening to the bells. (Be It Remembered: The Story of Trinity Episcopal Church on Capitol 
Square, 2003) 
 
Less than six weeks later, Louise Hayden died unexpectedly in New York, as her daughter Belle rushed to her 
side. As Mrs. Hayden’s body arrived in Columbus and was transported by train to the Prentiss home, the 
chimes rang again for her. The newspapers noted she was to be interred in the “beautiful Hayden mausoleum 
built some years ago at Green Lawn” where the Hayden children had already been buried.  
 
The building of the actual Hayden mausoleum, which began in 1904, was a mystery in Columbus. Citizens 
who saw vast amounts of marble and building materials headed into Green Lawn Cemetery alerted the press.  
Yet no one knew who was financing the building or exactly what was being built. According to the Columbus 
Evening Dispatch, “The plans call for a most expensive and elaborate building of marble, with ornamental 
trimmings and exquisite architecture.”  
 
 
 
 
  

material to product). He exploited the natural 
resources of southern Ohio—gas, coal, timber, and 
eventually clay—to feed the iron industry and later to 
manufacture the tile and brick needed to build 
agricultural and urban infrastructure. From the small 
town of Hocking Furnace south of Columbus, Peter 
and his son William created the company town of 
Haydenville. The town still has a few buildings 
standing, featuring different types of tile, and the 
remaining sections were listed in the National Register 
of Historic Places in 1973.  
 
Banking was a natural outgrowth investment for the 
Hayden industrial fortune. Charles grew the local bank 
into the Hayden-Clinton National Bank, the first 
Columbus bank to go national. Charles entrusted the 
local bank to his son-in-law Frederick Prentiss, who 
had married Charles’s daughter Belle. The  Prentiss 
family lived in a mansion at 706 E. Broad Street, now 
gone, while Belle’s parents moved to New York City. 

Hayden-Clinton Bank  
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New Scattering Options for Cremated Remains 

Yet the specific details were carefully guarded: “Architect Frank Packard, who has the work in charge, has 
repeatedly declined to admit whom it is for, and Mr. Hayden has declined to admit ownership.” The work 
was estimated to cost more than $80,000, and Packard later stated his client had asked that secrecy be 
maintained. While Charles’s identity was eventually revealed, the public still knew nothing about the 
interior’s elaborate ornamental plaster work and Biblically-inspired murals.  
 
Charles H. Hayden died in 1920 at age 83. (Frank Packard died in 1923, and his mausoleum is nearby.) 
Later, an additional family member who had once lived in Columbus was also interred in the mausoleum: 
Charles Hayden Bonsal, son of Stephen Bonsal and Daisy Hayden Bonsal. Stephen Bonsal was a well-
known diplomat, a confidante and translator for President Woodrow Wilson in Paris after World War II, and 
a Pulitzer Prize winner in history in 1945. 
 
Only four Hayden children lived to mature adulthood. Lillian Hayden Fenton died in 1933 at age 67. Belle 
Hayden Prentiss, who resided in Columbus and by necessity took charge of the many family funeral 
arrangements, died in 1939 at age 67. Her brother Charles L. Hayden died in 1940, and his ashes are interred 
in the mausoleum. 
 
In 1979, the last Hayden child, Marie Hayden Powell, died at age 96.  With her internment, the family was 
home again. 
 
+++acknowledgements to Columbus Metropolitan Library, Local History and Genealogy, for photos and to the Miller Collection. 

Coming Home: The Haydens of Columbus 
(Continued from page 3) 

Green Lawn is committed to ensuring all families have access 
to permanent memorialization in our beautiful park. We are 
proud to introduce our families to a simple, affordable way to 
commemorate loved ones who have been cremated.   
 
Scattering rights may be purchased in three beautiful areas – 
the prairie, the pond, and the ravine. Each is a perfect location 
for scattering, and our staff will register your loved one’s 
information in our permanent records. 
 
An elegant bronze butterfly may be installed nearby, providing 
families with a place to visit and honor their loved ones. 
Families may purchase a butterfly as a memorial for a loved 
one even if they are not scattered at Green Lawn. 
 
For more information on how to schedule and perform a 
scattering, please contact a Family Counselor at 614.444.1123 
or email Mitch Foreman at mforeman@bonaventurefh.com. 
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Washington Townsend was an escaped slave from 
The Hermitage, the plantation of Andrew Jackson in 
Nashville. In 1860 he made his way to Columbus by 
means of the area’s Underground Railroad.  
 
Townsend was hired by Edward Orton Sr., the first 
president of The Ohio State University, as a 
groundskeeper and janitor. He was very well liked on 
campus. Students went out of their way to greet him in 
the morning and memorialized him in their year book.  
 
Townsend’s death on Christmas Eve in 1904 greatly 
saddened the returning students. Edward Orton Jr. 
wrote the epitaph that was carved on his marker, 
which for many years has lain flat and been hard to 
find in section 52.   
 
This winter we cleaned and reset the original, but 
found that the words were starting to erode, making 
them hard  to read. Before this moving inscription 
could be lost to time, we had it carved in a granite slab 
and set in front of the marker.   

 

 

Private Morrison Butcher was a member of the 27th 
United States Colored Troops during the Civil War 
where he was assigned as a cook. The 27th was 
chosen to lead the charge at the Battle of the Crater 
during the Siege of Petersburg, VA, and received 
special training. Fearing the bold plan would fail, the 
night before battle the 27th was replaced by a white 
unit lacking the training. The plan did fail, leading to 
one of the great questions of the Civil War: Would 
allowing the trained black troops to lead the charge 
have succeeded and shortened the war? When he 
died in 1897, Morrison was buried without a marker  

in section 40. We recently worked with Franklin 
County Veterans Services to install a marker for 
Private Butcher. 
 
Private John Shrewsbury was a member of the black 
54th Massachusetts Infantry, whose storming of 
Battery Wagner in Georgia during the Civil War 
was portrayed in the movie “Glory.” For years his 
marker laid on the ground, nearly covered by sod. 
We cleaned and reset it to ensure this vital history 
would not be lost. Visit Private Shrewsbury in 
section 40, near Morrison Butcher. 



     Due to the coronavirus, please contact Green Lawn Cemetery at 614.444.1123  
prior to the event, as some programs may need to be re-scheduled.   

 
     *March 7th: 11:00am–12:00pm: “Owls! Who Gives a Hoot?  I Do and Why.”: Ornithologist Bob Scott 
        Placier will discuss owl diversity and biology in Ohio, with a special focus on the Northern Saw-whet Owl.  A     
        licensed bird  bander, Bob is a board member of the Inland Bird Banding Association and a member of Project 
        Owlnet, a nationwide research collaborative documenting the migration and habits of owls.  Feel free to search for 
        saw-whet owls in the cemetery after the presentation—some good areas to search will be shared. 

 
   *April 4th Program Postponed Until August 1: “Haven, Heaven: The Cemetery as Personal 
     and Sacred Space”: Kathleen Davies, author of Sacred Groves: Or, How a Cemetery Saved My Soul, will 
     discuss cemeteries as  spiritual landscapes that appeal to us on a very personal level. Kathleen will also share a 
     slideshow of  photographs she has taken of the cemeteries she has visited. To learn more about Kathleen and her 
     memoir, please visit www.kathleendaviesauthors.com 

 
 **April 12th “Sunrise Service” Canceled: Emmanuel Lutheran Church will be holding a sunrise service 
     at Huntington Chapel. The speaker will be the event’s founder, Emeritis Pastor Floyd Stolzenburg. 

      
     *May 2nd: 11:00am-12:00pm: “Everything You Always Wanted to Know About Green Burial”      
       Canceled: We hope to reschedule later in the year. 
         
   **May 8th: Time TBD: “V-E Day Bagpipe Remembrance” Canceled. 

 
   **May 24th: 2:00pm-4:00pm: “Spring Walk at Green Lawn Cemetery”: A guided walking tour will be  
        led by Randy Rogers, Executive Director of the Green Lawn Association, and Doreen Uhas Sauer, Education and  
        Outreach Coordinator of Columbus Landmarks Foundation.  The tour will begin at the Huntington Chapel. Tickets  
        required, available at the  event, or contact Columbus Landmarks Foundation at www.columbuslandmarks.org/   
        event or call 614.221.0427.  STAY TUNED FOR CHANGES. 

 
 **May 25th: 11:00am-12:00pm: “Memorial Day Service”: The Ohio Military Reserve, Civil Air Patrol, and 

Veterans of Foreign Wars will hold a commemoration event for Memorial Day in section 104.  DATE MAY 
CHANGE. 

 
     *June 6th: 11:00am–12:00pm: “Annual Bicycle Tour and Picnic”: Bring your bike and join Executive 
        Director Randy Rogers for a bicycle tour of the cemetery followed by a picnic lunch in the grass in front of 
        Huntington Chapel. Tour starts at Huntington Chapel. The pace will be kept slow for younger and older 
        participants alike.  DATE MAY CHANGE. 

 
 
   *First Saturday event; free and runs from 11:00am until noon inside the Huntington Chapel unless noted 
     otherwise.  

    **Partnering For Our Community event; free unless noted otherwise. 
   

We always welcome event suggestions.  Please contact us at  
greenlawnassociation@gmail.com or at 614-444-1123. 
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Heritage Goes Digital! 
 
Green Lawn Cemetery is excited to announce the launch of a new digital version of Heritage!  
 
With our next edition, non-donors will receive the Heritage via their email (sign up using the form below!).   
 
Email delivery will allow us to offer the Heritage to all of our families as well as other interested people in a 
reliable and cost-effective manner.   
 
Donors, annual campaign members, and institutions will continue to receive a printed copy. If you would like 
to be added to the list for a printed copy, please use the donation envelope enclosed with this mailing, or you 
may get an envelope or make a donation in person at the office or via telephone. 
 
If you prefer the email version, please return the form below to be added to the email list: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Heritage E-Version Sign-Up Form 
                                                                                        
Name: _________________________________________________________________________     
 
Address: _______________________________________________________________________     
               
City, State, Zip  _________________________________________________________________    
               
Email Address: __________________________________________________________________     
 
Phone: _________________________________________________________________________     
 
 
Please return this form to: Green Lawn Cemetery 
     1000 Greenlawn Avenue 
       Columbus, OH 43223 
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Starting October 19th: 
7:00 AM - 5:00 PM 
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Saturday  
9:00 AM - 2:00 PM 

Sunday 
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Green Lawn Heritage Newsletter 
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Special Thanks to our Green Lawn Trustees and 
Volunteers 
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